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Division 26: Justice — Services 8 and 9, Corrective Services, $1 000 853 000 — 
Ms M.M. Quirk, Chair. 

Mr F.M. Logan, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Dr A. Tomison, Director General. 

Mr T. Hassall, Commissioner of Corrective Services. 

Mr R.P. Elderfield, Deputy Commissioner, Operational Support. 

Mr A.D. Kerr, Executive Director, Corporate Services. 

Mr S.L. Maines, Executive Director, Professional Standards. 

Mr T. Palmer, Chief of Staff, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Miss R. Marton, Senior Policy Adviser. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
the following day. It is the intention of the Chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and 
answered and that both questions and answers are short and to the point. The estimates committee’s consideration 
of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of money is proposed in the 
consolidated account. Questions must be clearly related to a page number, item, program or amount in the current 
division. Members should give these details in preface to their question. If a division or service is the responsibility 
of more than one minister, a minister shall be examined only in relation to their portfolio responsibilities. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee rather than asking that the question 
be put on notice for the next sitting week. I ask the minister to clearly indicate what supplementary information he 
agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek 
the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the principal clerk by Friday, 31 May 2019. I caution 
members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the question on notice 
through the online questions system. 
I give the call to the member for Dawesville. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to the service summary on page 370 and the allocation for adult corrective services. 
I want to start with some broad questions given an absence of data online because the agency has not publicly 
provided statistics on incarceration rates since March 2017. I am keen to understand what the muster looks like 
when it is broken down into gender, age, and Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal. I do not expect the minister to read 
it all out, so he could provide it as supplementary information. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member is right. Information has not been made available ever since the Minister for 
Corrective Services in the previous government stopped it. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It was stopped in March 2017. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. If the member goes back, he will find — 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We do not have much time, and I know that the minister wants some dorothy dixers to pad 
this out. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member for Dawesville will find that the web page, which I used to follow avidly in 2012, 
was stopped by the former Liberal–National government. I will give the member a bit of pleasure and indicate that 
we will be producing quarterly reports and putting them online. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I have heard that for a year now. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: He will be getting them soon. That will be a little bit of excitement for him. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I look forward to it. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: He will be able to see those figures quarterly. 
For the member’s information, as of today, the average population of adults in custodial facilities in WA is 6 941 
and there are 134 young people in youth custodial facilities. The member asked for a breakdown. I have the figures 
by gender and Aboriginality. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does the minister have it over time? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, I was just about to tell the member. He is a very enthusiastic young man! 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B — Thursday, 23 May 2019] 

 p532b-543a 
Chair; Mr Zak Kirkup; Hon Fran Logan; Mr Terry Redman; Mr David Michael; Mrs Lisa O'Malley 

 [2] 

On 22 May 2019—yesterday—the total number of Aboriginal prisoners held in Western Australia was 2 680; the 
number of non-Aboriginal prisoners was 4 261; the number of male prisoners was 6 203; and the number of female 
prisoners incarcerated was 738. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate those details. Is there any understanding about the capacity across the system 
generally speaking? Where is that at, given those figures? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: As of yesterday, 6 941 people are incarcerated in Western Australia. The total bed capacity is 
7 585, of which 7 278 are general purpose beds and 307 are special purpose beds. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: If my maths is right, that is 91.5 per cent capacity. Is that what the minister has there? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is about 600 short of capacity. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Concerns have been raised about overcrowding in certain facilities, so can the minister 
provide via supplementary information a breakdown of the capacity for each facility, as of yesterday? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: By way of supplementary information, I will provide the total capacity and total count of the 
offender population by each facility in Western Australia as at 22 May. 
[9.00 pm] 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is it possible to include the proportion of remand? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. I will include that by prison. 
[Supplementary Information No B36.] 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: From the information that the minister has in front of him, is there any particular facility he 
is concerned about due to overcrowding and the impact it might be having on the rate of assaults, noting that 
assault levels have gone up quite significantly since last year and the year before? Are there any that jump out at 
him as a concern; and, if so, what are the government’s plans for the particular facilities that are a concern? I note 
the government’s investment in other areas, and we have spoken about it a number of times; the minister is very 
good at explaining that in the house. On the information in front of him about capacity, where might that be? 
I imagine the minister is quite concerned about the rate of assaults that have occurred over the last financial year. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. Speaking very honestly about this, the real concern I have, and I think it is shared by my 
colleagues from the department, is the issue at Hakea Prison. As the member knows, Hakea Prison is a remand 
prison. He has been there, I think. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: When I was a policy adviser, yes. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, when he was a policy adviser. He knows how that prison is set up. Although it is not that 
old, there is nevertheless a very high volume of traffic through the prison. The number of remandees who come 
and go on a daily basis is so significant that the prison looks older than it is simply because it gets worn out; it is 
like a railway station. That is the prison that causes me the greatest concern, simply because of the significant 
number of prisoners in that prison compared with the number of prisoners at others. At the end of the day, the 
numbers are very important, but, as the prison officers put to me only yesterday, the management of the prison is 
the most critical thing. We can deal with high numbers, but we have to manage those offenders properly to ensure 
that they get access to various facilities. That keeps the temperature at the prison down. If I were to pick a prison 
and the concern I have about it, it would be the number of prisoners in Hakea. What will we do to try to address 
it? The new build at Bunbury Regional Prison, which I have spoken about in the house a number of times, is 
proceeding very effectively. We expect to have those 160 beds open in August this year. I will hand over to the 
commissioner and the director general if they would like to add some comments about the plan, but I am advised 
by the Commissioner of Corrective Services that, in the first instance, the appropriate prisoners will be taken out 
of Casuarina Prison and put into Bunbury and then the appropriate prisoners will be taken out of Hakea and put 
into Casuarina, thereby starting to reduce the numbers at Hakea. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does that make Casuarina more remand orientated in that case? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: There are sentenced prisoners in Hakea, as the member would have seen when he went there, 
and there are remand prisoners in Casuarina. This is the issue. We have been left with this mix across the whole 
of Western Australia, and we are trying to sort out those cohorts as we do the new build. The appropriate sentenced 
prisoners will be taken out of Hakea and put into Casuarina. There may be some remandees as well, but that is the 
objective. Then the appropriate prisoners will be removed from Casuarina and put into Bunbury. That is the initial 
response that will happen in August this year to deal with that particular problem at Hakea. It will certainly relieve 
a lot of the issues at Hakea. The next step, of course, is the 512-bed build at Casuarina. The first two 64-bed units 
will come onstream in January next year. It will be completed in December, but with testing and various 
introductions to service, it will be ready to take prisoners in January next year. The prisoners it will initially take 
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will all be mainstream prisoners. Again, I will leave it up to the commissioner to determine exactly where he gets 
those prisoners from, but I presume that a lot of them will come from Hakea. I hand over to the commissioner. 

Mr T. Hassall: Yes, that is correct; we have a field plan for Bunbury and we will work one up for Casuarina 
because it is quite a way away. As the minister has correctly stated, the intent would be to provide relief to Hakea. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Unless I am wrong, and I could be misreading the budget papers, there is no obvious capital 
investment in Hakea. I appreciate that the investment has been made into Casuarina and Bunbury, as the minister 
has described, but can I get a bit of an understanding about why there was not a direct investment in Hakea as part 
of the asset investment program? I agree with the minister about the overcrowding and the recent assaults and 
deaths that have occurred there, but why has the department not chosen to direct its investment more into Hakea? 
I appreciate that it will be farmed out, but why has there not been more infrastructure investment at that facility? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will pass over to both the director general and the commissioner for their advice. In the 
discussions that we had about where all the builds would be, Bunbury is a classic example of where we should be 
building. Casuarina was the second option on the basis of availability of land and easy access to build. I think the 
member has been to Casuarina. He knows how much land is at the back of Casuarina, and on either side of 
Casuarina there is more land. We have access to significant acreage all around Casuarina for a quick build project 
in order to get those beds up and running and into the system as fast as we possibly can without the constraints of 
a prison like Hakea. If we think about the constraints at Hakea, right next door is Melaleuca Remand and 
Reintegration Facility, which is the female prison, and behind it is Banksia Hill Detention Centre, which is the 
youth facility, and there are walls all the way around. If we were going to do an expansion, it would have meant 
that we would have to rebuild the walls, and that is very, very expensive; whereas all of that can be done inside 
the existing security fences at Casuarina and Bunbury. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Although I realise that the rate of serious assaults per 100 across the entire state is reported 
in the budget papers, is it possible to get as supplementary information a breakdown of the rate of serious assaults 
that have occurred on that metric at Hakea over the last financial year? Also, is it possible to get a consolidation 
of the number of deaths that have occurred at that facility over the financial year? I am also very interested, if it is 
appropriate, in the natural cause or the like and in Aboriginality or non-Aboriginality. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I do not think we will go down to that level of information for privacy and security reasons. 
Hakea had 13 incidents in which 12 prisoners were involved. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I do not know what that metric is—13 incidents of what? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: This is the increase in the number of incidents, which the member has referred to, and it is in 
the budget papers. From January to March this year, Hakea had 13 incidents in which 12 prisoners were involved. 
I want to introduce the commissioner on this issue. It is fine to look at the incidents as outlined in the budget 
papers, but then we ask: what are the incidents and why did they occur? Eleven of those 12 prisoners had 
a diagnosed mental illness. Seven of those 12 prisoners had a major mental illness. The member is going to: what 
are the causes and what are the reasons behind some of these incidents? The member should be aware that that is 
a critical issue that we are dealing with and is something that the commissioner is tackling now. 
[9.10 pm] 
Mr T. Hassall: As the minister said, that was the breakdown of assaults at Hakea. One of the plans for the 
first two units at Casuarina at the end of the year is to look at making that almost a step-up, step-down facility to 
co-locate services for prisoners with acute mental health problems. We have a team at the moment looking at what 
accommodation we have in the network to locate those prisoners who are in that higher category of severe mental 
illness; to see where we can put additional services. That work is going on at the moment. 
I can add supplementary information to the minister’s answer about the investment in Hakea. One of our challenges 
of course is that there is a wall around the prison, so it is very limited in what we can put in there. The services 
will not take any additional work without moving walls and stuff like that. Out of the department’s money, we 
have spent $2 million to upgrade security and the kitchen, and we have made improvements to exercise yards and 
stuff like that so prisoners can have more access to fresh air. We have made improvements to visitors’ bookings 
and things like that. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: As the member knows, we have also invested $3 million in a video link facility, particularly 
for remand prisoners, to speed up the process of court hearings in order to deal with those remand prisoners as fast 
as we can. The other benefit of that video link, particularly for prisoners from remote and regional areas, is they 
can then make Skype video links to their families from that brand-new facility. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: In relation to the recent deaths that have occurred, typically we have information about that, 
including stats about Aboriginality or not. Given there have been royal commissions and things like that, it has 
been an obvious topic of interest. I obviously have not had the opportunity to go through it in much depth with the 
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minister, or certainly with the agency, but is there any public information about what happened in each of those 
instances, and in relation to Aboriginality? Given the focus of those royal commissions and things like that, and 
the significant public interest that occurs around that, is there any way, if it is not publicly available in terms of the 
circumstances and the like, that that can be provided? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Of the three incidents the member for Dawesville is referring to, one will be before the courts 
very soon. Six people have been charged, and obviously we cannot make any statement at all in this committee 
about an ongoing case. The other two are subject to a coronial inquiry and also a police investigation. All the 
information relating to the circumstances of death will come out as part of that. 
The CHAIR: Minister, I think the member asked whether there were any statistics kept about those deaths, and 
about Aboriginality. 
Dr A. Tomison: There are statistics kept on deaths in custody—natural causes as well as self-harm and those 
committed by homicide, essentially. That data is also provided to the Australian Institute of Criminology for the 
national deaths in custody database. In general, the trends across the country have been more positive in the last 
10 years for deaths through homicide, particularly deaths through self-harm. Although any death is a tragedy, the 
figures for Aboriginal people have been going down. The issue has been the ageing sick population of Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people in our prison system. We are seeing a lot more naturally caused deaths, which also 
bring their own issues in how we support those people and provide adequate care. There is general data out there. 
Overall, WA, like the rest of the country, has been tracking fairly well, but again, we have had three deaths. As the 
minister said, they are now being investigated through the coroner and also through police as needed. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate that. The problem I have is that the database has not been publicly updated, 
from what I can assess, since 2016. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, that is not quite right. That is not true, member for Dawesville. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Okay. That is fine. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, no, can I just point out that it was published in The Sunday Times only a couple of weeks ago. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: No; the Australian Institute of Criminology’s database has not been updated, I believe, since 
2016. But I could be wrong in that respect. My concern is that between 2008 and 2018, although it has been trending 
down, WA has had 43 deaths in custody, particularly Aboriginal people. I am concerned about the reporting now; 
that is, even though those statistics are collected, why has no more information come out? Why have those statistics 
not been provided to Parliament, through a statement or otherwise, given that whilst the number of deaths in 
custody has been trending down, Western Australia is the worst state when it comes to Aboriginal deaths in 
incarceration—Western Australia was 43; the Northern Territory was 40? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Historically. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Yes. I am talking about in the past 10 years. Does the minister have any capacity whatsoever 
through the agency to provide for public disclosure some information about those deaths in custody? 
Dr A. Tomison: In terms of the national deaths in custody database, that is updated, but the problem is that they 
wait until coronial inquiries have finished and other things are done so they get the final view on what is happening 
with a case. That can take quite some time, as the member knows. In all states, that is one of the issues. In terms 
of the data that the department keeps, we obviously keep track of critical incidents such as assaults but also deaths 
in custody, whatever cause they are from. It is a matter of how do we report that, but we do actually have it. 
We often will not talk about individual matters, firstly for privacy reasons, but more importantly because there is 
often investigation activity taking place. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate that the information is collected, because of course the agency needs to collect 
information about critical incidents. That is obviously an important function for transparency and for understanding 
where things are going within the system. At what point in time is that published in a more public mechanism for 
the purposes of transparency and understanding what is happening inside our state’s prisons? We cannot rely on 
The Sunday Times, obviously. Every incident is different and there are things that can and cannot be spoken about. 
What mechanism does the agency have? If it is collecting all this information, it is obviously very valuable, but 
how do we get that to this place? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: There is a very simple way for that information to be made public, and that is the coroner’s 
report. All of those deaths are reported and published by way of coroner’s reports. The member is more than well 
aware of that. I have just been handed a document. I can provide the member with a bit more information. For the 
member’s edification, and because he referred to the number of deaths, that is correct: going back to August 2015, 
there were 39 reportable deaths awaiting coronial inquests. Of those, 13 were individuals of Aboriginal descent. 
That is 33 per cent. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The minister could have some sympathy for people who might be interested in the 
circumstances, given that the coroner has quite a backlog. Some inquests do not come out for many, many years—
four or five-plus years—so some time may have passed before we get that information. We do not necessarily 
need to understand the cause of death because that might not be determined, but quite obviously data is held when 
an individual has passed away, through whatever awful circumstances—I will put that to one side—but we need 
to probably have a better understanding about those deaths in custody, not five years after the event. If that 
information is being collected, is there any way that it can be published — 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No; I would contest that view, member for Dawesville. Will the member just think about what 
he is proposing. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: A coronial investigation is underway, there may well be a police investigation underway, and 
the member is suggesting that we should then still publish data relating to deaths, the gender — 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: An individual has died in custody. I am talking about their age and whether they are Aboriginal 
or not. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Hang on, can I just finish what I am saying? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Not the cause—the coroner looks at the cause. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Can I finish what I was saying? 
The member is asking the government to produce information on the deaths, the Aboriginality of the deaths and 
the gender of the deaths, whilst no information is going to be provided on the cause of those deaths. That is what 
the member is suggesting. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does the minister not think that is in the public interest?  
[9.20 pm] 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: To have information out there that might interfere with a police investigation or a coroner’s 
investigation, without further information, is just ridiculous! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I cannot understand your position there at all! 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: You probably do not because you really need to get your head around things. You are suggesting 
publishing information to undermine a coroner’s report and police investigations. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: No! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is what you are suggesting! That is typical of you. 
The CHAIR: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is absurd. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Why don’t you just go and do a little bit more understanding of how this system works? 
The CHAIR: Minister, are you finished? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I refer to page 378, volume 2 of the Budget Statements. Under “Works in Progress”, there is 
reference to a number of building projects that are underway and approaching completion. In fact, the minister 
made reference that two of the Casuarina Prison wings will be completed in January next year. Can the minister 
provide me now, or by way of supplementary information, the expected completion dates of the four Casuarina 
wings of 512 beds and the Bunbury Regional Prison outer section that is being built? I cannot find a reference in 
the budget papers, but there have been a number of projects that contributed to the bed population. Basically, when 
are the new beds expected to be completed and when will they have prisoners in them? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, member for Warren–Blackwood. I will run through the projects, if I may. 
The 212-bed expansion across the prison system, which is the one the member is referring to, was announced in 
September 2017 in our first budget. It is not in these budget papers, but it goes to the point that the member for 
Warren–Blackwood is making. Most, if not all, of those beds are now in place and are currently being used. So, the 
212-bed rapid expansion program has been completed. The Bunbury expansion program, which is the 160 beds, 
will be completed and, hopefully, occupied in August this year. Regarding the 512 beds that the member was 
referring to in Casuarina, the first two units, which is 264 beds, will be completed in December this year. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister said earlier in these estimates that this would be completed in January next year. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: They will be completed in December and operational in January, because, obviously, work 
needs to be done for the handover and operations. 
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There will be two 128-bed units. One will be allocated to the male alcohol and other drugs facility, which we 
committed to in the election commitment and which I have talked about at length. That, along with the 
second 128-bed unit, which at this stage we are looking to establish as a step-up, step-down mental health facility 
in Casuarina, will be completed in April 2020, with occupation sometime in May 2020. That is the Casuarina 
stage 1 project. 
The Casuarina stage 2 project, which is also referred to in the budget papers, as the member would be aware, is for 
344 beds. The architects have been appointed to commence development of the project definition plan, and they are 
developing concepts to align with their functional brief. The PDP is targeted for completion by September 2019, 
when it will then go back to the Expenditure Review Committee for consideration prior to progression out to market. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: When is the expected time of completion? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It will be around 2023 for the Casuarina stage 2 project. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: In the budget papers, the lion’s share of the investment in the forward estimates is in 2021–22. 
The Casuarina stage 2 project is about $183 million. It has the lion’s share of the investment in 2021–22, but the 
minister is saying that it will not be open until 2023. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. That is the advice that I have received about practical completion. Member for 
Warren–Blackwood, I have just been advised that it will be completed in late 2022 or early 2023. Again, that will 
be a significantly large build to one side in Casuarina, which will need a range of services provided to it, as opposed 
to the four blocks that are going up as we speak—not exactly as we speak; right now, the first two blocks are going 
up. They are aside existing services, whereas Casuarina stage 2 will be a completely new build that will require 
other services as well. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: In terms of the custodial estate, including work camps, are there any units or camps that are 
not being utilised for holding prisoners? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: All our facilities across the state are utilised to a greater or lesser degree. Obviously, the numbers 
change every day with people coming and going. All the work camps are actively used. The Dowerin work camp 
in the wheatbelt, which is one the member would know well, is very successful. It is continuously a fully occupied 
camp. The others are all occupied as well. There is not a facility in Western Australia that does not have people in it. 
Mr D.R. MICHAEL: My question follows on from the member for Warren–Blackwood’s question. In terms of 
those extra beds that will be coming onstream, what are the department’s plans to recruit, train and retain staff, 
particularly in the regions? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is a very good question from the member for Balcatta, because it is an adjunct to the member 
for Warren–Blackwood’s question. These facilities are very fine buildings, but they need to be staffed as well. 

I am very pleased to be able to advise the committee that we have an open-ended statewide recruiting strategy with 
the aim of developing a continuous pipeline of new trainees to fill the projected staffing requirements for those 
new builds throughout 2019–20 and into the foreseeable future. Our overall immediate target is 350 prison officers 
and our extended target is 450 prison officers. I will now take the member for Balcatta back into the recent history of 
recruitment. In 2015, we had a staff freeze, as the member may well remember because he was an electorate officer 
at the time. The staff freeze across government was introduced by the then Treasurer, who is now the Leader of the 
Opposition, and that impacted on frontline services such as corrections officers. The impact of the staffing freeze 
had a knock-on effect for a number of years. We are now at the point of overcoming that knock-on effect with the 
number of recruits that we have already put through this year. I will hand over to the commissioner for the numbers 
that have already been through this year and the numbers we will expect by the end of this year, and that will be 
a continuous pipeline of employment. If the member for Dawesville happens to lose in two years’ time, I can 
advise him that we will still be recruiting then. With his interest in corrective services — 
The CHAIR: Minister, you just have a fantasy of seeing the member for Dawesville in uniform! All right, just 
stick to the question. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Madam Chair, that is a horrible thought! I feel a great deal of sympathy for those prisoners 
who would see the member for Dawesville in a uniform. But we will be recruiting, member for Dawesville. Those 
facilities will be fully staffed as and when they open, which is good, and that will occur as a result of the great 
work done by the department in catching up from what we inherited and also the great work done at the academy, 
which is under a lot of pressure to meet these time frames. 
I will provide a bit of information to the estimates committee. I went to Greenough and Geraldton some nine weeks 
ago and met the 24 new recruits who have been recruited from regional Western Australia—recruited from in and 
around Geraldton and the midwest. I went back only last week to see them graduate. They have already started 
work at Greenough Regional Prison. That is an extra 24 officers at Greenough Regional Prison. We have recruitment 
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programs underway in Kalgoorlie and we will have recruitment programs underway in Albany and Bunbury. We 
are looking at recruitment programs in West Kimberley and Derby. 
The employment of officers from regional Western Australia to staff regional prisons has not been done for years 
and years, and it is a great thing. We talked about creating jobs in the regions, member for Warren-Blackwood, 
and we are doing that in this portfolio. The member for Dawesville might take the micky, but these are highly 
sought after, well-paid and good jobs in the regions, which means that people can continue to live in and enjoy 
regional Western Australia. That is a good thing. We are talking about hundreds of jobs across regional 
Western Australia. It is not just the fact that we have a program in the pipeline of training to staff the new builds; 
we are also recruiting to replace staff as they retire or leave regional Western Australia, and in the long run that 
will save the government money because the staff will live in the regions. Instead of sending them up there and 
accommodating them in Government Regional Officers’ Housing and providing the various add-ons that come 
with it, we are recruiting and staffing locally, and that is fantastic. 
[9.30 pm] 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Balcatta asked a great question. Given that interest in regional prisons, can 
the minister provide an update of how many people are on the transfer list from Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The commissioner will probably have those numbers nearly at the top of his head, if not 
absolutely down to the last one or very close. 
Mr T. Hassall: I will have to take that on notice. I had the figures last week but people move all the time. 
The CHAIR: Minister, can you indicate what information you are providing? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. We will provide the number of staff who have requested transfer from Eastern Goldfields 
Regional Prison. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I can give it to him now. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, the member probably can. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is 67, which is 49 per cent of the workforce. 
[Supplementary Information No B37.] 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will hand over to the commissioner to explain how transfers work because even though 
people are on the transfer list, that does not mean to say that they will be transferring. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right. As the member for Warren–Blackwood pointed out, 49 per cent of staff at 
Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison are on the transfer list. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, but the member needs to understand how it works. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does that mean that they do not want out? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: That does not mean to say that they will be transferred. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: They might not be transferred but they want to be transferred, which is why they are on the list. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Of course, and for whatever reason that drives them to be on the transfer list. But the member 
for Dawesville should know how it works. I will hand over to the commissioner because then the member will 
have the opportunity to ask more sensible questions. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to the service summary on page 370 and service 8, “Adult Corrective Services”. 
Can the minister provide by way of supplementary information an FTE breakdown within adult custodial services, 
particularly officers by facility? 
Mr T. Hassall: Can I just clarify whether the member wants the staffing level agreement? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Yes, uniformed officers and certainly the agreement. 
Mr T. Hassall: So that is the actual number of people who we employ on the payroll versus what we should have 
against the staffing. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: We will provide that. The total number of full-time employees within adult corrective services 
is already in the budget papers at 4 034, but the member is looking for the current number of uniformed prison 
officers employed at each facility across the Western Australian prison system. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: And the agreed staffing levels. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: In terms of each facility, I will limit that to only public prisons. 
The CHAIR: Does the member for Dawesville understand what he is getting? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I do hope so. Can the minister provide the information for Acacia Prison? 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: We cannot provide the agreed staffing levels at Acacia without its permission. It is an agreement 
between Acacia — 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can the minister not get the staffing levels for Acacia? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: We can get the staffing levels, but the member for Dawesville has asked for the staffing 
level agreement. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: What about the agreement? 
The CHAIR: Excuse me, it was not your question, member. 
[Supplementary Information No B38.] 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister just cited the number of full-time employees at 4 034 and made reference to 
the budget papers. Is that the current complement of uniformed officers or are those the substantive positions that 
are available? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is the reason why the member for Dawesville asked that question. He wants to know the 
number of uniformed officers there. This includes uniformed officers and others. There will also be VSOs and 
other people. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am sorry; does it include uniformed officers and vacancies? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, it is VSOs—vocational support officers—and people like that. It will include all those. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The answer I received to a question on notice about Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison 
provides that the approved FTE level is 139. As at 5 March, there were only 121 FTE and there were 18 vacancies. 
Is the number cited in the budget papers the number of active people on the ground or does it include vacancies? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I refer to the commissioner. 
Mr T. Hassall: The way the prisons work is that we have an agreed staffing level agreement with the trade union. 
For example, whatever the figure the member quoted for Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison will be the agreed figure 
that we have with the trade union. The lower figure would be the actual staff that we have employed in that prison. 
[9.40 pm] 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The agreement with the trade union is the approved FTE. 
Mr T. Hassall: That is correct. The figure that the minister quoted is all the staffing level agreements, if you like, 
wrapped up. That is the number of prison officers that we should have. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does the department keep information on workers’ compensation claims and premiums and 
things like that for those uniformed officers we are talking about; and, if so, are we able to get information on 
those claims and premiums for the past financial year? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is the sort of question the member can put on notice. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Can I not get supplementary information? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. Put that question on notice. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Why can I not have it as supplementary information? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Because it will take some time for Sandy to pull out that information. If the member puts 
a question on notice, we will answer it. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Further to that — 
The CHAIR: Member for Dawesville, as long as it is not bickering. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: No. Is the minister aware of the statutory review into custodial officers’ discipline? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Which statutory review into custodial officers’ discipline is the member referring to? Is the 
member referring to the loss in confidence review? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Yes. Can the minister tell me where that review is at presently? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: In conjunction with that review, which is still sitting in the department, allied to that and over the 
top of that is the industrial relations review undertaken by the Minister for Industrial Relations, Mr Bill Johnston, 
which dealt with that issue as well. The advice from that review has also been taken into account as a result of this 
LIC review. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Is that review likely to land at any time? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: There will eventually be a report on it. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Was the report meant to land in February last year? 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: I do not think so. The director general says it is overdue. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Does the minister know when the report was meant to be released? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: We need to go back and check the exact date for the review. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The statutory review, as I understand—I appreciate the minister does not know this—was 
meant to be released in February last year. How did that review inform the industrial agreement if it has not been 
finalised? How does a piece of work that has not been finalised inform an industrial agreement? Was the minister’s 
reference to an industrial agreement with Minister Johnston? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. There was an industrial relations overview for Western Australia. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to page 370 and adult corrective services. Can the minister provide me with some 
insight on how a statutory review that is nearly a year and a half overdue was incorporated into this industrial 
relations overview? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is because the review that has been undertaken by Minister Johnston and the 
Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission looked at the whole public sector, including the award and 
the agreements that drive the Department of Corrective Services and submissions to that. Part of that review was 
of this area the member referred to, and it made a comment on that. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I do not think that particularly makes a lot of sense from where I am standing. Of course, I do 
not have the exposure that the minister has to a document that he did not even know existed, but outside all that — 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Madam Chair, let us get that right, so Hansard is correct. Of course, I am aware of the LIC review — 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Except that it was overdue and he does not know when it was meant to land. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Of course, I am aware it is there. Of course, I am aware it is overdue. In terms of exactly how 
much, that is fair enough—I was not aware that it was over a year overdue. But there is no obligation on us to 
actually complete that review in that time frame. It is up to the government of the day to determine that review and 
the ending of that review—which we inherited, by the way, from the member’s previous government—at a time 
that we choose. Allied to that review has been the industrial relations review. That had an impact on it and that is 
why it is not finished. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: So something that has not been finished, which the minister was not aware of and was overdue, 
has had an impact on something else. Does the minister understand how bizarre that sounds from where I sit? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The minister does not—right. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am trying to explain to the member. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Further to that, because I am curious to continue with this. 
The CHAIR: Time is limited, member. This will be the last question on this subject. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure. I appreciate your guidance, Chair. 
The CHAIR: It is just not very productive. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Could the minister provide through supplementary information the date on which that 
review was meant to completed and finalised, when it was commissioned and the status by which the minister’s 
office has been made of aware that — 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: This is another example of a question that is not a supplementary information question. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Define for me a supplementary information question. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member knows that it is not a supplementary information question as well as I do. If the 
member puts that question on notice, he will get the answer. The member knows when that LIC review started, 
because it started under the former government, and he knows the end date. The member knows the review is 
overdue, but I have explained to him that the LIC review has been impacted on by another review of industrial 
relations. I do not see what the member is laughing about because if the member understood the review — 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It just sounds absurd. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is not absurd because it goes to the industrial relations of the Department of Justice and 
deals with the role of an officer in the Department of Justice and how they will be dealt with by the superintendent, 
the commissioner and/or the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission. The member for Dawesville can 
go online—instead of sitting here and giggling—and look at the submissions made to the industrial relations review. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am interested in the review that the minister has not made public. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member has said to this committee tonight that he is unaware of these things and cannot see 
the relationship between one review and the other. Can I just explain, finally, to the member for Dawesville that if he 
looks at the submissions to the industrial relations review, which are all available online, he will see the connection 
between that review and the one he referred to, because it goes to discipline, and the manner in which discipline is 
undertaken, of officers either within the department or by the industrial relations commission. That is why. 
The CHAIR: Minister, it is quite clear that you are not prepared to supply any more information as supplementary 
information, so can we move on because we have a couple of other people listed. 
Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: I refer to page 369 of the budget papers and note 9, which refers to the replacement of 
Broome Regional Prison. I ask the minister this question with additional interest, as a good friend of mine is soon 
relocating to work as a prison officer at Broome Regional Prison. Can the minister tell us the government’s plans 
for the ageing facility in Broome? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I thank the member for Bicton for that question. I have indicated at length the number of 
problems we inherited from the previous government, and here is another one. Broome Regional Prison was an 
absolute disgrace. The conditions in that prison were an absolute disgrace. We had a situation in which a young 
man had hung himself inside that prison. It was not long before I took over as Minister for Corrective Services. 
We had a situation in which floors in the medical department were giving way and the kitchen was also in an 
absolutely shocking state. It probably did not meet the appropriate hygiene conditions that would be required of 
any other facility. The previous government did not know whether to keep the prison open or close it down. I think 
the general indication was that it was going to close it down, and as a result it did not spend any money on 
maintenance, and that is the reason why we ended up with the situation that we did.  
[9.50 pm] 
Since that time, we have spent $2.7 million on dealing with the critical issues—that is, removing the ligature 
points, particularly in the showers, which is where one of the suicides took place; upgrading the medical facility, 
which the prison is very, very happy about because now they will not fall through the floor; upgrading the women’s 
facility; upgrading the maximum-security facility; and upgrading the kitchen. That is simply a holding pattern to 
try to keep the prison running. We cannot close it down. I have no idea what went through the mind of the previous 
government to even think about closing that prison down. It is primarily a remand prison that feeds to Derby 
prisoners who have gone down south for incarceration or court, or are coming back from down south for ultimate 
release in Broome, or back to Derby to finish off their sentence for release. It is a very busy prison; people are 
coming and going all the time. It could never have been closed down and I do not know why the previous government 
even thought about closing it down. The budget papers show that we have allocated $1.4 million to the planning and 
site identification for the construction of a new prison. A number of sites have been looked at or examined. No site 
has been identified as yet, because that requires work with the traditional landowners and owners of the land in and 
around Broome to gain not only their approval but also agreement to purchase the land for that facility. 
That $1.4 million is well overdue. It will help to not simply provide an end date for the use of Broome Prison, but 
also plan for a far more modern, appropriate and humane facility for Broome, which has been lacking for many, 
many years—particularly over the years of the previous government. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I refer to page 377 as an entry point and the heading “Adult Corrective Services”. The agency 
uses the total offender management system to record a whole lot of information. One of the tables I got from 
a question on notice shows the different sorts of contraband that have come up in different years. Can I get some 
guidance from the agency as to how incidents are recorded? Does it come up as a bunch of choices and boxes are 
ticked for what it is, such as contraband, or what a particular prisoner did, or other things that might well be a threat 
to the security of the prison? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will pass a question on to the commissioner because it goes to the detail of running the 
TOMS system, but the member needs to bear in mind that some of the issues he referred to will not be released, 
for the purposes of security. We are not in the business of putting on the public record how TOMS works, for 
obvious reasons. 

Mr T. Hassall: Thanks, minister. There is a range of categories of incidents across the Corrections estate, and 
there is a hierarchy, if you like, for how they are reported in the system. A critical incident, for example, would be 
reported immediately; for a less serious incident, there is a bit more time to report. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is it possible to get the categories that TOMS reports? Is that public? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Not really, no. 

Mr T. Hassall: It is not. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. Even I do not get to see that. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am sure the minister could; he would have every right, as the minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I possibly could, but that sort of information is shared only with the police and the Inspector of 
Custodial Services, who was here earlier. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If I were to submit a question on notice that sought to get incidents prison by prison, would 
that be data that the minister would provide on a question on notice? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, absolutely. We should be able to provide that; it should be on the public record, I agree. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If I were to put a question on notice as to what the different categories of reporting are on 
the TOMS system, would the minister provide that? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. I do not think that is appropriate. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can I ask why not? I do not understand how that is a security breach. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Because TOMS is quite an extensive database and there is a whole series of information on it 
that goes to intelligence gathering and security. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Does TOMS extend to Acacia, or does that operate under a different platform? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, it does. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Acacia records information on TOMS as well and it gets collated? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Does the minister have any further advice on this question? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. What is the member seeking? Just be clear: what does the member actually want? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am interested in the profile of incidents across the prisons because there have been significant 
security issues—there was the breakout at Greenough—and any signals, I guess, that lead to the temperature rising 
in prisons. Those were some of the questions the member for Dawesville asked. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: What the member for Dawesville asked was a separate series of questions. If the member is 
asking about intelligence gathering, such as how the temperature of a prison is worked out — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I can appreciate the sensitivity of that. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, I can ask someone to give the member advice on that, but if his question goes to how 
intelligence is gathered in any prison and how the temperature of a prison is measured and monitored — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: No. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: What is the member asking for, then? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I was not interested in that. There is data that is recorded for things that happen, and that 
data is used. In fact, from memory, there is quite a big unit that deals with data and information and assesses trends, 
because there is a massive amount of stuff that is important to decision-making within the prison and custodial 
estate. I was just chasing the profile of what that information looks like in respect of the reporting system we have. 
Is it archaic? Is it a good system? Is it a system that needs upgrading? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will pass that over to the director general—he might want to have a few words about that—
but the member just answered his own question. It is extensive. It goes to a whole series of things. 

Dr A. Tomison: As the member knows, we record a lot of information on TOMS, and a lot of that stuff I do not 
think would be suitable for release. We keep basic information, if you want to call it that, and we could go prison 
by prison around things like simple assaults, less serious assaults and serious assaults. We keep that information 
and we take trend analysis off it. We do not publish that material beyond what is already in the budget papers, but 
if the minister agrees, we could perhaps look at something like that. Beyond that, I really think we are heading into 
security issues, which would be problematic for us. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Could we see whether that information could be supplementary? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: What information? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The information the commissioner just spoke about—statistics in relation to things like less 
serious assaults and all the other measures and metrics that are used to help inform — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. No. No. Do not be silly. The member is not getting that. Do not be ridiculous. The member 
is asking for security information. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: No, we are not. We are just — 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, you are. This is a typical member for Dawesville question. You take a good question, 
which was trying to go somewhere, and turn it into a ridiculous statement. No is the answer. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Just to clarify — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Leave it with the member for Warren–Blackwood. He is a former minister. He can ask 
a sensible question. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Last quick question: do the prison officers who reside and work in regional Western Australia 
receive a district allowance, and can the minister give an indication of how much that is? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, I will pass that on to Mr Kerr. 

Mr A.D. Kerr: Yes, they do receive a district allowance, similar to other public servants. I do not have the 
information by region. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can we have information, minister, on what the district allowance is for each of the prisons 
in regional Western Australia? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is standard. 

Mr A.D. Kerr: I am pretty sure it would be noted in the relevant award. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, it is published every year. It is the district allowance. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
Committee adjourned at 10.00 pm 

__________ 
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